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Principal’s Message 

       Wortley Road Public School 
       301 Wortley Road, London, Ontario N6C 3R6 

       Tel: (519) 452-8720 Fax: (519) 452-8729 

      Email: wortleyroad@tvdsb.ca     

   Principal:  Mrs. C. Santa    Administrative Secretary:  Ms. A. Schott 

Welcome back! My name is Mrs. Santa, and I am honoured and excited to be your new principal. We had a won-

derful first week back at school and I have thoroughly enjoyed starting to get to know many of our students and 

families. I know we have a very caring, hard-working and contentious staff here at Wortley Road PS and we are all 

looking forward to working with you! 

A special welcome to all of our new families at Wortley Road! We hope that you have found the first few days of school to 
be a wonderful transition for your family. Our school team is here to support and work with you! 
 
We have some new staff joining us this year. We are pleased to welcome Ms. Schott as our new secretary, Ms. 

Hunter as our French teacher, Ms. Jennings as our librarian, and Ms. Veitch as one of our Kindergarten teachers 

who will be working with Jane Day, the Early Child Educator in that class. We are very fortunate to have them join 

our team! 

Our school goal is: 

“Students will develop a greater understanding of additive reasoning in transition to multiplicative reasoning.” 

Basically, we want our students to play with numbers - to add, multiply, decompose and recompose them utilizing 

different concrete manipulatives and strategies (e.g. the number line) to develop their flexibility with understand-

ing numbers and how they relate to each other. We will continue to work on this with our students. 

We have a new Director for our school board and his name is Mr. Mark Fisher. He has identified the theme of 

learning for this year as “Momentum”. As a Board, he wants us not to focus on perfection, but on moving forward - 

learning from what we try, persevering from our mistakes, and using the momentum from our learning to plan and 

make our next moves forward.  

We value the support and involvement of our parents and guardians.  Our “Meet the Family Evening and BBQ”, hosted by 
our Home and School Association, will take place from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. on Thursday September 19th. We hope to see all our 
families there! 
 
Please consider becoming involved in a committee or as a volunteer with a student activity or field trip. A great way to get 
involved is by joining our School Council and Home and School Association. There is information regarding both parent 
groups in this newsletter. Nomination forms for School Council will be coming home shortly. Parents and guardians may 
nominate themselves or another parent or guardian for a position. 
 
 You are also invited to attend our monthly Character Trait assemblies where we celebrate student achievement and charac-
ter development in support of our school motto. Our school motto is:  
“At Wortley Road, we show respect through caring, cooperation and curtesy.” 
On assembly days, please remind your children to wear purple, and we invite you too, as well! 
 
Please do not hesitate to phone the school to discuss any concerns or questions that you may have. We value your 

input, and we appreciate your involvement and support! I invite you to drop when you get a chance as I would like 

to get to know and meet all of our families at Wortley Road. For information about upcoming events, educational 

links, monthly e-newsletters, and a link to sign up for e-news, please check out our school website. You are also 

invited to follow us on Twitter. 

We will send out a link to our newsletter at the beginning of each month. In between publications, please feel free 

to visit our school website or to call the school for information at (519) 452-8720. Further newsletters also be post-

ed to our website. Hard copies will be available upon request. 

On behalf of the staff here at Wortley Road PS, I would like to wish everyone a fantastic year ahead! 

Corinne Santa 
Principal 



 Meet the Family Evening and BBQ – September 19 (hosted by our Home & School Assoc.) 

All our families are invited to come out to our Meet the Family Evening and BBQ from 5:00 
– 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 19th.  From 5:00 – 6:00 p.m., we will have hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, water, juice and freezies for sale. There will also be a bake sale table and we 
welcome donations! Please note that bake sale item s need to be nut free and al-
so require a list of ingredients. From 6:00 – 7:00 p.m., we invited families to visit their 
child(ren)’s classes and teachers. We are looking forward to seeing all our families on the 
19th! 

Student Insurance 

By now your child should have brought home forms from “Insure My Kids”. This is the 

new provider of accident insurance. There are still a few extra brochures in the office 

should you require one. 

This information can also be found at the Insure My Kids website: 

https://insuremykids.com/   

School Hours 

Our staff works diligently to ensure the safely of all our students and we need your 
assistance with this. Please attend to the following information about school hours. 
School begins at 9:00 a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m. Please do not send students to school 
prior to 8:45 a.m. as there is no supervision out on the yard prior to this time.  When 
picking up children after school, we request that you wait outside their exit door to greet 
them. We will use the front of the school doors only for students being signed out early 
from the office. If you are waiting for your child, please wait by the doors at the back of the 
building on the playground. When picking up a child from the office, we ask all adults to 
wait at the office and the students will be sent there to meet up with you. If your child(ren) 
are old enough to walk home on their own, please remind them they need to go straight 
home after school as there is no supervision on the yard after dismissal. This way, we are 
following safe schools procedures.  
Our lunch hour begins at 11:45 am. Students are not permitted to leave school property 
unless permission has been granted by a parent through a phone message or in writing 
(e.g., in the student planner or on the form sent home early last week.) For those students 
going home for lunch occasionally, a note or phone call needs to be made each time the 
student plans to leave the school’s property during the lunch hour. 

https://insuremykids.com/


Library Learning Commons 

Checking out books allows students to explore their interests and helps 

them to learn to be responsible. Our students are experts at caring for 

books, but they may need some help at home to remember these things:  

 Decide on a safe place to keep books away from younger sib-

lings or pets 

 Use clean hands when handling the book and turn the pages 

carefully 

 If a book is accidentally damaged, return it to the LLC (Library 

Learning Commons) to be fixed or replaced 

 Returning a book on time allows other students to enjoy the 

book 

 Most importantly, read with your family! 

With your help, Wortley Roadrunners will read many new books this year. Have fun reading with your child! 
 
Ms. Jennings 



Habits to Start the Year 

Good habits are important to a successful year. Some points to consider are listed below. 

Sleep is vitally im portant to health, learning and m ental w ell being.  Sleep 

experts recommend that children three to five years 

old need 11 to 13 hours, children five to 10 years old need 10 to 11 hours, and pre-teen/

teenagers 10 to 17 years need eight-and-a-half to nine-and-a-half hours of sleep each night. 

A regular bed time and routine is helpful. Preparing a healthy homework snack and 

preparing to do homework right after school ensures the homework gets done early and is a 

priority. Students should be off electronics an hour before bed, and no electronics should be 

stored or kept overnight in their bedrooms. A recharging station should be in an area like 

the living room or kitchen. 

Eat vegetables and fruit together. Students typically eat more grains and proteins like meats 

and cheese. Aim to have your child eat some fresh vegetables and fruits daily. 

Exercise helps with m ood, thinking and perform ing in school, and sleeping. 

Children are typically more active when they are younger, but sometimes need 

encouragement to exercise daily as they get older. Encourage your child to do some exercise 

every day, like a walk around the block after school. If you are able, aim to exercise with 

your child! 

Attendance Line for Lates and Absences 

If your child is going to be late or is absent from school, please call the attendance line at 1-

844-305-3756 to report it. Please leave the name of the child, their teacher’s name, and the 

reason for their late or absence. This will be helpful to our secretary, Ms. Schott., when she 

is taking attendance and is making safe school phone calls. The safety and well-being of our 

students is a high priority for us; your support of this request is much appreciated! 

Keeping Our Students Safe: Please Report to, and Sign In at the Office 

For the safety of all our children, every time you come to the school to volunteer, to help out, 

or to pick up your child, we ask you to report to the office. If you are signing out your child, 

upon request your child will be called down to the office to meet you. If you have arranged to 

be in the school as a volunteer or to be in a classroom, you will be asked to sign in, as we 

need to know who are the adults in the building at all times. 

Planner Use, Code or Conduct and Dress Code 

Please set aside time each evening to review your child’s planner for homework, 
assignments, upcoming events such as field trips, and other school related information. This 
is an organizational and communication tool that assists our students in developing their 
organizational habits, as well as facilitating communication between home and school. The 
planner is also important to refer to for our school’s Code of Conduct and Dress Code. The 
Dress Code is reviewed each year by our School Council. Both are important to review with 
your child(ren) at home. Please note that for the safety of others, students are not permitted 
to wear roller blades, or to ride skateboards or scooters on school property. 



Please note that dogs (with the exception of identified service dogs) are not 
allowed on school property due to allergies and the safety of our students. 
Signs are posted in several locations on the school yard.  

Supporting Students with Prevalent Medical / Health Conditions in Schools 

To ensure children with potentially life-threatening medical conditions rem ain safe 

while attending school, TVDSB requests Parents/Guardians update the necessary medical 

information on the Parent Portal so that an Individual Plan of Care (IPOC) for the student 

can be reviewed by the school’s administration. Medical conditions considered potentially 

life-threatening may include: 

Asthma 

Anaphylaxis 

Epilepsy  

Type 1 Diabetes  

Any other potentially life-threatening condition that could result in a medical incident* 

(discuss with your school administrator) 

Parents/Guardians can provide important information about their child's life-threatening 

or prevalent medical condition by logging into the TVDSB Parent Portal and clicking on the 

following tab:  Student Medical Information.  Once an Individual Plan of Care is submitted, 

the school administrator will then review the information.   Parents/Guardians may be 

contacted for further information, if required.  New for 2019-2020 – Parents/Guardians 

now have the opportunity to complete Individual Plans of Care online and submit them 

electronically to the student’s school. 

Parents/Guardians who cannot access the Parent Portal on the Internet should contact the 

school office. Please note that Parents/Guardians are expected to be active participants in 

supporting the management of the student’s prevalent medical condition(s) while the 

student is in school. It is the responsibility of Parents/Guardians to inform the school of 

such conditions to ensure the student's safety at school. 

*A medical incident is a circumstance that requires an immediate response and 

monitoring, since the incident may progress to an emergency requiring contact with 

Emergency Medical Services – 911. 



   

Home Connections 

in Mathematics 

September  2019   

It is back to school and back to school routines.  As you are 
probably well aware, mathematics is a big focus not only in 
Thames Valley District School Board but right across Ontario.  
A new book was released right before the end of the last 
school year and it is a fabulous resource for parents and 
guardians to help in understanding elementary school math 
and taking an active role in helping your child succeed in 
mathematics.  For our first newsletter of the year, we thought 
this was the most opportune time to introduce this book to all 
of our parents and guardians as well as our educators.  We 
also felt it was fitting to share a section from the book with you 
as it will help to provide a framework and some suggestions 
for you to help your child(ren).   

  

The final chapter of the book offers a top 10 list of how best to 
support your child. 

1. Have a Growth Mindset 
It is important for everyone in the family to showcase a 
positive and open mind with regard to math.  There is no such 
thing as a “math person”, and your ability or perceived inability 
to do mathematics is not genetic.  Watch your language 
around your kids and stop yourself before you say things like, 
“I wasn’t good at math”. 
2. Help Build Understanding 
Resist the urge to immediately show your child the quick 
process for doing a computation. Take time to understand 
how the teacher and curriculum are approaching the skill and 
try to support that process. Always revert back to the 
Concrete-Representational-Abstract (CRA) approach to 
ensure your child is learning an idea conceptually. 
3. Ask Questions Instead of Telling 
It is important for kids to struggle in a productive manner.  
Your ultimate goal is to enable them to be independent from 
you.  Whenever they ask you a question, be like a teacher 
and ask a question back rather than tell them an answer. 
4. Include Daily Math Talk At Home 
Math is joyful, and math is everywhere. Recreate this 
message in your daily lives by talking mathematically at 
home. 

5. Notice Math Around You 
Make a concerted effort to point out things you see around 
you that are mathematical.  

6. Have Your Child Do Math Before Bed 
Most parents encourage their children to read before bed, but 
rarely do they say, “Be sure to do some math before bed!” We 
highly encourage integrating a bedtime math routine much 
like a reading routine.  Even if it’s just five minutes of playing 
Sudoku or some other math puzzle, your child will benefit.   

7. Praise Effort 
Kids love to hear that they’ve done something well, and it’s 
important when we praise or compliment children that we 
focus on their efforts and behaviours, not on their intelligence.  
Resist the urge to call your child a “genius” or “smart”. This 
creates the belief that intelligence is innate.  Instead, focus on 
the behaviours that produce the things you want to praise. For 
example, praise a child’s perseverance when a task is 
challenging instead of making a big deal about the right 
answer.  

8. Use The Internet And Online Resources 
If your child comes home with homework and there is some 
math that is not familiar to you, be proactive and search the 
internet for it yourself. 

9. Create A Math Toolbox At Home 
In order for your child to become more independent and rely 
less on you, a math toolbox or supply center in their 
workspace is advantageous. 

10. Communicate With Your Child’s Teacher 
One of the most informative tools is your child’s teacher.  Be 
sure you are in contact with them before an issue occurs. 
Start the school year off introducing yourself and letting them 
know that you are excited to learn more about how kids are 
learning math.  
 

“If parents want to give their children a gift, the best thing they 
can do is to teach their children to love challenges, be 
intrigued by mistakes, enjoy effort, and keep on learning.”   
-Carol Dweck, professor of psychology, Stanford University 
 
Some great Math Links: 

https://www.mathies.ca 

https://www.mathplayground.com/thinkingblocks.htm 
https://tvomathify.com/register/student 

 

 

 

‘Adding Parents to the Equation. 
Understanding Your Child’s 
Elementary School Math.’ By Hilary 
Kreisberg and 
Matthew L. Beyranevand 

https://www.mathies.ca/
https://www.mathplayground.com/thinkingblocks.html
https://tvomathify.com/register/student


 

 

 

 



 

 

 


