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PRINCIPALS NEWS 
 

It is hard to believe that it is already December! We recently received a good amount of snow that our 

students have enjoyed playing in. Thank you for sending your children to school dressed and 

well-prepared for the weather with mitts, hats, boots, snow pants and extra masks. 

Extra pairs of mittens and socks are also a good idea to send along in backpacks on a daily basis. 

Students and staff are continuing our regular routine of wearing masks indoors (and outdoors when 

students are not physically distancing from each other), and handwashing and sanitizing often. 

Gym class has now moved indoors and students continue to wear masks in the gym. 

All equipment used by a class is sterilized before and after use. We have an additional custodial staff 

member who circulates the building and sterilizes high touch point areas such as door handles and plates, 

sides of doorways, etc. 

Please know that we appreciate all our families who keep their children at home when they are feeling 

unwell, as this helps to keep our Wortley community healthy. 

Our parent groups have virtual meetings planned this month and next month and all our parents and 

guardians are encouraged to join us! Please read further in this newsletter for the dates, times and links 

regarding the upcoming meetings for our School Council and our Home and School. 

Thank you to our wonderful Home and School for providing funds to our teachers to purchase classroom 

supplies, and to purchase of new basketballs for our students to use during gym. 

We appreciate your support! 

We have had some wonderful submissions from students, parents/guardians and staff members regarding 

designs for updating our road runner mascot. It is not too late if you want to submit your idea! 

You do not have to be an artist. We will be accepting submissions until Friday, December 11th. 

They can by sent in as a hard copy, or emailed to c.rimbault@tvdsb.ca . All students will get a chance to 

vote and select their top three choices during the week of December 14th. All families will get a chance to 

vote as well! Stay tuned for more information. 

Although we are not able to have a December holiday assembly, Ms. Wood is working hard with all our 

classes to create a virtual performance experience. 

We are all looking forward to seeing the final result! 

The upcoming break is an ideal time for families to be physically active and/or play board games 

together, read books, cook or bake and/or build things. Over the holidays, please look for ways you can 

play with numbers, and share and talk about current events and interesting ideas. 

All students benefit from quality time learning and playing together with their families! 

http://www.wortley.tvdsb.ca/


On behalf of our staff here at Wortley Road PS, I would like to wish you all a wonderful and relaxing 

winter break with your families. School starts in the New Year on Monday, January 4, 2021. We look 

forward to seeing everyone again in the New Year! Please take good care and stay healthy. 

Warmest regards, 

Corinne Santa, Principal 

Every Student Belongs Survey  

The Thames Valley District School Board (TVDSB) is working to gain a better understanding of 
the diverse backgrounds of students and families across the district. To provide information that 
will help achieve this goal, TVDSB is launching the Every Student Belongs Survey in December, 
2020. The survey is guided by Ontario’s Equity Action Plan, which asks school boards to collect 
information about students and staff related to their background (for example, their race,  
ethnicity, religion, gender identity, sexual orientation, disability). 

Students in grades seven to twelve will be invited to complete the survey during the school day 
throughout the month of December. Families will be receiving a letter with more detailed 
information. Families of children in kindergarten to grade six will be invited to complete the 
survey on behalf of their child in January, 2021. For more information, please visit the website: 
www.tvdsb.ca/everystudentbelongs. 

 

VIP Grade 6 Virtual Visit with Constable Golder 

  
Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Bentley’s grade 6 classes were pleased to welcome Constable Golder virtually 
to their classrooms this month to begin the “Values, Influences and Peers” program in  
conjunction with the London Police Service. Our first topic was understanding the value of 
healthy relationships, making good choices and the importance of being true to yourself. 
During the workshop, the students were respectful and very inquisitive. We are looking forward 
to his second virtual visit in December! 
 
Ms. Bentley, Accelerate Class Teacher 
 

Peer Power with Mrs. Drew's Grade 4's 

 
This month, Mrs. Drew's Grade 4 class participated in three virtual sessions with The Peer 
Power Program by St. Leonard's Society.  Peer Power focusses on prevention and intervention 
strategies for conflict resolution.  It empowers students to make positive choices when 
interacting with their peers and provides strategies for responding to challenging 
emotions.  While these programs would normally be facilitated in the classroom, this year we 
were all on devices for a Google Meet with the program facilitator.  The students were very 
reflective throughout the discussions, sharing how they feel in a variety of situations and how 
their actions might 
impact those around them.  These valuable discussions will carry forward throughout the year, 
as we continue to work together to build a positive classroom and school community!  
 
Mrs. Drew, Grade 4 Teacher 

www.tvdsb.ca/everystudentbelongs


 

Music Department News 

 
It is hard to believe that December is upon us!  We had a very successful Remembrance Day 
video tribute that most of the students in our building were a part of. For the month of 
December, we are hoping to do something similar but with individual classes. There will be a 
notice sent home early this month regarding permissions to video class performances and it will 
be sent out to our school community. This way, family and friends will be able to share in some 
of our Wortley holiday spirit. This special performance will look very different from previous 
years as we still are unable to sing or play instruments.  As always, we put our creative talents 
to work and hope you will enjoy what we put together!  Thank you to our Wortley community 
for your wonderful and continuing support! 
 
Ms. Wood, Music Teacher 
 

Quebec Metis Artist Pam Cailloux Donates Prizes to Our Colouring 
Draw 

  
We want to thank all of our students in person and at home who submitted coloring pages for 
the draw to win some art inspired prizes donated by talented Quebec Metis Artist, Pam Cailloux! 
We will be sending photos of the submitted coloured pages to Ms. Cailloux so she can enjoy the 
coloured creations made by our Roadrunners. Our three winners are Ali from Mr Jones's grade 
7/8 class, Margot from Mrs Dodich's grade 2 class, and Astrid a grade 5 student who is learning 
from home. Great work Wortley students! 
 
Ms. Baker, Educational Assistant 
 

Notes from the Library Learning Commons 
 
Thank you to everyone who have submitted a road runner mascot design idea for our school 
mascot logo contest. It is amazing to see the creativity and individuality that shines through in 
each art piece. We are still accepting submissions until Friday, December 11th! Student voting 
will take place the week of December 14th and more information will come soon. 
 
The Library Learning Commons is used daily by classrooms returning and receiving books as 
well as utilizing the green screen room. Thank you for returning your books. If a book is lost, in 
order for a book to be removed from your child’s account, please contact Mrs. Rimbault. 
The Forest of Reading books have just arrived! These books range in style, subject, and age. 
The students will get to vote for their favourite books after they have had a chance to read them 
or listened to them being read aloud. We are so appreciative of our school supporting these 
programs for our students. 
Also, thank you very much to the Home & School Association for purchasing new basketballs 
for our school. We were in need of new ones for physical education classes and our team 
sports. These basketballs will be well used by our students! 

 

Mrs. C. Rimbault, Teacher Librarian 
  



Wortley Road PS School Council – All Parents Welcome! 
  
The next virtual School Council meeting is this Monday, December 4th at 6:00 p.m. All parents 
are welcome and encouraged to attend. The School Council discusses topics that strengthen 
the partnership between the school and our families. The one-hour meeting will begin with brief 
introductions and move into the Principal’s update report. Monday’s agenda will have the Coun-
cil discussing the COVID safety plan, Diagnostic Testing, Code of Conduct updates and positive 
communication concepts of 2020 success stories. Please send additional agenda items to 
DaveSchwartz@Outlook.com. 
  
Virtual Zoom meeting link: 
https://zoom.us/j/95282664577?pwd=UGdlVVRvQXVVcEhNTUg0Mzg3RlF6QT09 
Meeting ID: 952 8266 4577 
Passcode: RoadRunner 
  
We look forward to seeing you “virtually!” 
 
-Dave Schwartz, School Council Chair 
  
 

Home and School Update and Meeting Link  

 

Thank you to everyone who attended our first meeting of the year on November 10th. 
Our next meeting will be January 12th at 6:00 p.m. and we welcome everyone who is 
interested in getting involved to join us! All Wortley parents and guardians are welcome 
 
Here is the link to use to join the meeting: https://meet.google.com/abp-bqzw-zbv 

 
Have a great day! 
 
-Sarah Mann, on behalf of our Home and School Association 
  

mailto:DaveSchwartz@Outlook.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/zoom.us/j/95282664577?pwd=UGdlVVRvQXVVcEhNTUg0Mzg3RlF6QT09__;!!HMCOyEk!MupZv1QPLiKXtk-YI9i5tq5f0FvCq8kscy33hk1jeABButTQXL-EWRv8EwDU7Eyob-6wWJYT3qQ$
https://meet.google.com/abp-bqzw-zbv


 
From the School Health Team at the Middlesex - London Health 
Unit  
 

 
 
 
  
Wellness tips: 
 

• Kindness is good for your health! It’s good for the people around you and it’s good for 
you.  Practice kindness and you may find you have more energy, feel calmer and sleep 
better! 

• Be sure to take a break regularly from screens and do something active with someone in 
your household.  

• Aaaaa-chooo! Sneezes spread germs, remember to always sneeze into your elbow to 
trap germs in your sleeve!  
  

Wellness tip of the month: 
   
Looking for a great activity you can do at home with your family over the winter break?  Why 
not try cooking together?  It’s fun and educational.  Learn more by visiting: https://www.unlock-
food.ca/en/Articles/Childrens-Nutrition/Cooking-and-Meal-Planning/Cooking-with-Kids.aspx  
 
 
 

https://www.unlockfood.ca/en/Articles/Childrens-Nutrition/Cooking-and-Meal-Planning/Cooking-with-Kids.aspx
https://www.unlockfood.ca/en/Articles/Childrens-Nutrition/Cooking-and-Meal-Planning/Cooking-with-Kids.aspx


 

 

 

 
 

Supporting Subtraction Understanding 

Many TVDSB students have been working with their 
teachers to develop a deeper understanding of addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division and strategies 
that may support them in producing reasonable answers.   

Parents/guardians often express concern that their 
children are learning methods that they, as parents, did 
not learn in school and wonder how they can support    

their children in this context.  This newsletter is intended to offer some support for parents/guardians. 

Subtraction is more than ‘take-away’ 

When we subtract, we find the difference between two numbers. We do this in a variety of contexts.  

a) Separating/Removing: “Faizal had 3 erasers and gave 2 to his friends.  How many does he have left?” 
b) Joining/ Adding: “Cara had some markers and got 3 more.  She now has 11.  How many did she have at 

the beginning?” 
c) Parts-Whole: “The fruit bowl has 8 pieces of fruit in it: all are bananas or mangoes.  If 6 are mangoes, how 

many are bananas?” 
d) Comparison: “The green team has 3 more players than the yellow team.  The yellow team has 6 players.  

How many players are on the green team?” 

Each of these situations is important.  Students need to understand that these situations call for finding the 

difference between two numbers.  Ontario students are quite good at performing subtraction, but have learning 

to do when it comes to seeing that subtraction is required.   

What strategies help deal with difference? 
Consider the following subtraction: 
High-achieving students deal with this   
difference using reasoning strategies which   
may include strategies shown below –they   
may rarely use the standard North American algorithm. 

Splitting: This strategy involves an understanding  
 
that all numbers can be broken up to make  
 
working with the numbers easier.  This student  
 

“What people who are numerate really do is that, when 

they are given a problem, they look to the numbers first, 

they look for a strategy –a strategy that will be a really 

efficient, elegant strategy given those numbers.  

Someone who is not numerate uses the same strategy 

for all problems no matter what the numbers are.”  

  Cathy Fosnot (2014) 

 

Home Connections 

in Mathematics  



sees the hidden 7 inside the 9 and subtracts in   
two parts (7 and then 2) to make the work easier.  

 

Jumping: This strategy involves an understanding that numbers can be shown on a number line 
and if subtraction is difference or distance, we can travel that distance in a way that makes 
sense.  This student jumps to a friendly number (10), jumps by 10, and then covers those last 7 spaces to see a big 
jump of 18.  

 

 

 

Compensating: Sometimes it may be more helpful to do too much and 
then undo the extra that you did.  In this case, the student knows the 
patterns in subtracting 10 to get to 17 and then knows she took off 1 too 
much and puts that back on to get to 18.  Ultimately, we would like our 
students to understand how our number system works and what 

operations mean. When those understandings are in place, students 
will have a variety of strategies at their fingertips and be truly 
numerate. 

 

 

 

“Learning a range of strategies and the connections 

among them will contribute to overall number sense”

   Van de Walle et al., (2014) 

 


