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Principal's Message 
 
Welcome back!  
 
We are on the cusp of completing our first full week of in-person learning in the new 
year, and our whole staff is very happy to have our students back in the building again. 
Our students have done a fantastic job of adapting to the COVID safety protocols in 
place prior to the break, and they are all working well to adapt to some new protocols as 
well.  
 
We continue to reinforce mask wearing both inside the school and out on the yard, fre-
quent hand sanitization, and physical distancing as much as possible. Our custodians 
continue to engage in ongoing, frequent sanitization of high touch points throughout the 
school on a daily basis. Access to the school building is limited to essential staff, Board 
employees, maintenance and some delivery personnel, with sign-in/sign-out protocols in 
place.  
 
Some new measures put into place to prevent the spread of COVID include ensur-
ing students eat individually at their desks, facing forward. Students are expected to re-
move masks to eat quietly, and then replace masks to talk. Staff who teach in multiple 
classrooms, or when they work in closer proximity to students (less than two meters) 
wear masks or goggles/shields. Staff complete a Board COVID screening questionnaire 
prior to the workday each day, and the expectation is that our families complete the 
online COVID questionnaire each morning for each of their children prior to attending 
school. Outside on the yard, students are reminded not to come into physical contact 
with one another; they do a very good job of wearing their face masks. In addition to 
this, there are also frequent reminders for students to adhere to these safety protocols 
over announcements in the morning and prior to both breaks. We are working hard to 
do our part to keep our school community safe! 
 
As a result of some of these new safety measures in place specifically over the eating 
breaks, we are requesting that our families send students to school with "boomerang 
lunches." This means that all uneaten and uneatable items come to school and then 
return home in the lunch bag so that trips to garbage bins are prevented or minimized. 

http://www.wortley.tvdsb.ca/


We are recommending that lunches come in reusable containers and that children are 
instructed to place any waste materials, such as orange or banana peels, inside a reus-
able container to go home. Thank you to our families for your cooperation with this re-
quest. These boomerang lunches will help to keep student movement during eating 
breaks to a minimum. 
 
In addition to this, please continue to send your children with extra masks, mitts and 
socks. With the cooler weather and the snow accumulation, such items regularly get 
damp or wet. Also, indoor shoes continue to be necessary for the classroom and for 
participation in gym activities. 
 
Thank you to the families who wear masks as they pick-up and drop off their children 
while mindful of physical distancing. This is very much appreciated in our school com-
munity. If you are a family member or caregiver who enters via the Langarth Street en-
trance to drop off children in the morning, please remember to wear your mask on 
school property. 
 
If you use the Langarth Street gate entrance in the morning for drop-off, or your chil-
dren enter and exit via this gate, please note that during this winter season there may 
be times it is closed. This may not be open due to an iced-over lock or when there is a 
significant snowfall. The Wortley Street entrance is to be used for pick-up/drop-off or en-
try/exit instead.  
 
As you are probably aware, the city has planned to engage in an infrastructure re-
newal project on Wortley Road in May and June. This construction will impact traffic 
alongside the school on Wortley Road, and as a result, the gate entrance to the play-
ground will be affected. Closer to the date of planned construction, I will provide more 
details. 
 
Please note that next Monday, our School Council will host a virtual meeting from 
6:00 - 7:00 p.m. and next Tuesday, our Home and School is meeting virtually, 
also from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. All parents/caregivers are welcome and new and interested 
parents/caregivers are encouraged to join us! Please see the links provided in this 
newsletter. 
 
February is Black History Month and we have been learning about notable and admi-
rable people who have contributed significantly to our society in classes and as a school 
over morning announcements. Harvard professor Carter G. Woodson, a son of former 
slaves, recognized that history had overlooked and ignored the rich contributions of 
Black Americans. As a result, he created Black History Week, which later became Black 
History Month, to bring to light the contributions of Black people in history. Movements 
like these help to reinforce the importance of being inclusive in our educational materi-
als and resources all year round. 
 
Later this month and in early March, Leroy Hibbert, the Multicultural Outreach Pro-
gram Coordinator from LUSO Community Services has been invited to virtually visit 



all our grade 4 to 8 classes. He is a well-known and popular motivational speaker who 
aims to inspire our students to be their best selves. We are looking forward to welcom-
ing him virtually to our school! 
 
Valentine's Day is fast approaching. In recognition of this special day, our staff have 
decided that for students wishing to bring in Valentine's Day cards to share with their 
peers, these cards should be brought to school on Monday so that they can be quaran-
tined for two days and then distributed using our COVID protocols for the 14th. Any 
cards received later will be quarantined for two days and then given to classmates after-
wards. Please note that this year, treats will not able to be shared in classes, as per our 
safety guidelines. 
 
As a final note, I want to thank our students for their continuing resilience and all of you 
in our school community for your wonderful support of our staff. There may be more 
challenges to come, but we've proven our ability to adapt and be flexible during these 
unpredictable times. Thank you for continuing to work with us; we could not do it without 
you! 
 
 
Warm regards, 
-Mrs. Santa, Principal 
 

  



Construction Planned Along Wortley Road 
 

Just for your information, we have been notified that there will be construction this year 
on Wortley Road from Briscoe St. E to Devonshire Ave. This covers an area of road that 
is right next to our school. This is roadwork as part of an infrastructure renewal project. 
The proposed time for the construction has a start date of May 2021 and an end date 
of October 2021, with some minor cleanup work and asphalt paving in spring/summer 
2022. 
 
Update from the Music Department 
 

The music department in January was busy learning a whole new method of active par-
ticipation!  Being online has been a learning curve for all of us, but the ability to sing and 
move around in our own homes has not only been healthy for our bodies and mind, it 
has been fun!  Ms. Wood enjoyed seeing so many faces singing and dancing with her 
daily.  She was also extremely impressed with our older Roadrunners who have been 
able to start learning how to play their wind instruments while at home. 
Keep up the great musical work Roadrunners! 
-Ms. Wood, Music teacher 
 
Healthy Snack Program- Home Food Boxes for Those in Need 
 
The School Nutrition Program (Healthy Snack) has a way to help families who may be 
struggling, especially with the extended lockdowns. If you are a family who is struggling, 
or you know of someone who is struggling, we will have home food boxes available for 
order with of a selection of produce, dairy, and grain items. 
If your family, or you know of a family who can benefit from this offer, please contact 
Mrs. Baker at the school at 519-452-8729 or at d.cameronbaker@tvdsb.ca by Wednes-
day each week for pickup the following Monday. 
 
Here is an example of the current boxes available, but selections change each week: 
Home Food Box #1 
3lbs apples, 1 broccoli, 1 cucumber, 1 mini carrot (12oz), 1 bunch of bananas, 1 bagels-
whole wheat (450g), 1 breton bites (6x22g), 1 dozen eggs, 1 marble cheese (200g) 
(Items may vary) 
Home Food Box #2 
1 cucumber, 1 clementine (2lbs), 1 banana-bunch, 1 carrot (2lb), 1 applesauce 
(6x104g), 1 bread-whole wheat, 1 marble cheese, 1 oatmeal (12x28g), 1 yogurt tubes 
(8x26g). (Items may vary) 
Home Food Box #3 
1 apple (3lbs), 1 broccoli, 1 mini carrot (5oz), 1 clementines (2lbs), 1 white potatoes 
(10lbs), 1 bread-whole wheat, 1 dozen eggs, 1 marble cheese (200g), 1 box shreddies, 
1 yogurt pack (12x100g) (Items may vary) 
 
Take care and stay safe, 
School Nutrition Program  



February Wortley Road Public School Council Meeting – All Parents Welcome! 
  

The next virtual School Council meeting is Monday, February 8 at 6 p.m. All parents 
(both of in-person and remote learning students) are welcome and encouraged to at-
tend. The one-hour meeting will begin with brief introductions and move into the Princi-
pal’s update report. The agenda will have the Council discussing the COVID safety 
plan, return to school feedback, special projects, Code of Conduct updates and positive 
communication concepts. 
Please send additional agenda items to DaveSchwartz@Outlook.com. 
  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/96524168447 
 
Meeting ID: 965 2416 8447 
Passcode: roadrunner 
  
We look forward to seeing you “virtually!” 
-Dave Schwartz 
School Council Chair 
 
 
Wortley Home and School Association Virtual Meeting - Tuesday, Feb. 9th 

The Wortley Home and School Association will be meeting on Tuesday, February 9th at 
6:00 p.m. We welcome new and returning members, both from remote and in-person 
families. At our next meeting we will be discussing new fundraising ideas. Here is the 
link that can be used to join on February 9th: 

Home & School Meeting.  
https://meet.google.com/pws-nioi-ohz 

 

Have a great day everyone!  

-Sarah Mann & Allison Marquis, Co-Chairs 
Wortley Home and School Association 
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Supporting the Understanding of Multiplication and Division   

Understanding the meaning of multiplication and division is essential for success in mathematics.  When 
we multiply, we can think about ‘groups of’ or ‘copies of’ the same number. Organizing items into rows 
and columns allows students to build and see their multiplication facts; we call this type of organization 
an ‘array’.  By organizing concrete objects into a rectangular shape, it is easier to see the groups.  Many 
things in the real world are organized this way to determine the quantity easily with multiplication.  

   

 

Arrays make it clear to see  why 3 x 4 is the same as 4 x 3. Knowing this relationship allows students  to 
reduce the number of facts that they need to know.  

The array is very powerful because it also shows students how to divide.  From a single array, 4 
operation statements can be determined.  

This array of donuts shows:  

4 x 3 = 12 12 ÷ 4 = 3  

3 x 4 = 12         12  ÷ 3 = 4  

Arrays also provide a great opportunity to count by different numbers.  The donut array can be counted 
by 3’s and 4’s. Children can count the donuts by saying, “3, 6, 9, 12” or “4, 8, 12”.  Counting on a regular 
basis by numbers other than 1 allows children to be more efficient in determining their facts and 
explore different number patterns. 

Arrays can also show fractions of a number.  The donut array makes it easy to see that ¼ of 12 is 3 and ¾ 
of 12 is 9 by looking at the vertical rows. 

  



 

By noticing and naming arrays wherever you see them, children can see multiplication in the world 
around them.  They can also understand the connection between multiplication and division.  

When the numbers in multiplication get larger, children can move from organizing concrete objects to 
using grid paper.  By drawing the rectangles on centimetre grid paper, they are also drawing and 
determining the areas of a rectangle.  The grid can be split up to make finding the area easier.   

  

Eventually, children can create proportional drawings that represent their multiplication without the 
grid. 

  

Multiplying with arrays helps students to break up multiplication into parts that can be added together.  
In the above array, 23 groups of 6 is broken up into 10 groups of 6, 10 groups of 6 and 3 more groups of 
6.  Flexibility in breaking up multiplication allows students to multiply together easier numbers to find 
the total. 

The same process can be extended into double- and triple-digit multiplication.  This method ensures 
that children are multiplying with meaning, and not starting with memorizing a procedure.   Increased 
understanding of multiplication leads to increased fluency of multiplication facts.  For more information 
on the area model of multiplication, go to :  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sfi4QUlQ4co  

 
 


