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Principal's Message 

We are well into our routines after more than a month of returning to school. Our students con-
tinue to stay the course with our COVID safety protocols, and we continue to stay the course 
with prompts, reminders and daily announcements. Routine hand sanitization and frequent san-
itization of high touch points throughout the school occurs on a daily basis. 

Thank you to all our families who are sending students to school with "boomerang lunches” 
which ensures the uneaten lunch items and containers return home in the lunch bag. This sig-
nificantly reduces trips to garbage bins and helps to keep student movement during eating 
breaks to a minimum. Boomerang lunches also reduce waste. Your support of this endeavour 
makes a difference! 

The weather is warmer this week! In addition to providing your children with extra masks, 
please continue to prepare them for the changing weather as we know that it is important for 
our students to have time outside. The field area is muddy in some areas so proper outdoor 
footwear and extra pairs of pants may be advisable for some of our students. Also, please 
check the weather forecast in the morning. We all go outdoors during light rainy days, so re-
member to send your children with appropriate rain gear to help them stay dry. 

We continue to be appreciative of our families who wear masks as they pick-up and drop off 
their children, and the efforts made to be mindful of physical distancing from other families and 
students. We also appreciate our families who enter the Langarth Gate entrance with their 
masks on; thank you for your cooperation and consideration! 

Our School Council has been working on our Code of Conduct and I want to send out a thank 
you to Jackie Peskett for her preliminary work on this. Our Council is also looking to be inclu-
sive of, and welcoming to, all families within our community to ensure all our different voices 
are included and valued. The next School Council meeting is April 19th from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
New members are welcome and encouraged to attend! In the theme of promoting inclusion and 

http://www.wortley.tvdsb.ca/


caring, our School Council has chosen our dress-up theme this Friday to be “Rainbow Colours 
Day.” 

Our Home and School is another great way for our families to connect with each other. Pres-
ently they are exploring possible fundraising initiatives in this current climate. We will be meet-
ing virtually today from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
To attend this meeting, please use the following link to join: 
https://meet.google.com/zzv-gpej-bxp 

If you are interested in meeting some parents in our Wortley PS community, School Council 
and Home and School meetings are great ways to connect with other families and our school! 

As I am sure you are well aware, our March Break has been moved to April and is now a 
Spring Break. Our regular school schedule will continue throughout March. Our Spring Break 
will occur during the week of April 12th through to the 16th. 

Finally, we are excited to find out which of the three updated roadrunner designs will become 
our new mascot design for our school! We had almost 60 submissions from students, staff and 
our families. Students and staff voted and chose the top three. Now all our Wortley families are 
invited to vote and choose their favourite of the three. If your family has not voted, please do so 
using the link below. 
https://forms.gle/8MQfw3nJgjb2oGdx9 

The winning mascot design will be announced in the Spring! 

If you have any questions, concerns or ideas to share, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
me at either c.santa@tvdsb.ca or at 519-452-8720 extension 38751. 

Thank you for your continued support. We are very appreciative of our Wortley families! 

Warm regards, 

Mrs. Santa, Principal 

https://meet.google.com/zzv-gpej-bxp
https://forms.gle/8MQfw3nJgjb2oGdx9


 

Library Learning Commons Corner 

For the month of March, the Wortley Road Library Learning Commons will continue to participate in the Forest of 
Reading Program. The school purchased various Forest of Reading sets for the students to read and have read 
aloud to them. Our sets include Blue Spruce, Silver Birch Express, Red Maple, and Yellow Cedar. Please see the link 
below for a more detailed list.  

 
https://accessola.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/00-Nominated-Covers-Flyer-English-2021.pdf 
 

In April, students will have the opportunity to vote on their favourite book. We are looking forward to seeing which 
books will be the most popular ones! 
 

Kind Regards, 

Mrs. Rimbault, Librarian 

 

 

https://accessola.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/00-Nominated-Covers-Flyer-English-2021.pdf


 

From the Kindergarten Corner 

 
Our first month back to school was a great success! During the month of February students have worked diligently 
adjusting to their daily routines. We continue to review our classroom rules and new procedures we’ve put in place 
for the safety of our students and staff. February was busy month of celebrations in Kindergarten; Valentine’s Day, 
the 100th Day of School and Pink Shirt Day. We continue to foster and develop friendships, along with focusing on 
kindness and respect towards others. Spring is just around the corner and we look forward to the warmer weather 
and sunny days! A friendly reminder to please have your child dressed appropriately for all weather, as we are out-
side twice a day. We look forward to a new month growing and learning together!  
 
Thank you for your continued support, 
 
The Wortley Kindergarten Team (Mrs. Cousins, Mrs. VanBeest, Ms. Porter & Ms. Kamarlingos 
 
 



 

 

 

The Thames Valley District School Board (TVDSB) is working to gain a better understanding of the diverse 
backgrounds of students and families across the district. To provide information that will help achieve this 

goal, TVDSB launched the Every Student Belongs Survey in December, 2020. The survey is 

guided by Ontario’s Equity Action Plan, which asks school boards to collect information about students and 
staff related to their background (for example, their race, ethnicity, religion, gender identity, sexual orienta-
tion, disabilities). 

Families of children in Kindergarten to Grade 6 will now be invited to complete the survey on behalf of their 

children beginning on March 11th. 

The primary parent or guardian contact of all students in Kindergarten to Grade 6 will receive an email that 
contains a personalized link to the Every Student Belongs Survey. If you have more than one child, you will 
receive a separate email for each child. More information about the survey, including additional options for 
completing the survey, will be provided to you by email or in a letter home with your child. 

For more information about the survey, please visit the website: www.tvdsb.ca/everystudentbelongs 

 

https://tvdsbo365-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tv54213_tvdsb_ca/Documents/Newsletter/March/www.tvdsb.ca/everystudentbelongs
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Are We There Yet? 
Short jaunts in the car can be a great time to continue to 
build your child’s sense of numbers and how they are used 
in the world around us. Below are a few things you might 
try. 

Count 
Young children love to count, and counting is a founda-
tional skill. Driving anywhere can provide lots of opportuni-
ties to count types of cars, buses or trucks. Children some-
times struggle to count over the decade or century- up and 
over a ten or 100. You can help to count up and over the 
decade or century by modelling counting and then discuss-
ing patterns in our number system. It is also valuable to 
take opportunities to count by numbers other than one. For 
example, you might count by twos to count the tires on 
trucks, count by fours for legs on horses or cows. 

Notice, Read and Talk About Numbers in the World 
Students often struggle relating a number to the quantity it 
represents. Try a scavenger hunt for different numbers. 
Challenge your child to 
find a spot where she 
might find about five, ten, 
50 or 100 people. Dis-
cuss with her how to de-
termine if she is close to the target. Older children might 
benefit from comparing populations to numbers familiar to 
them. The populations of smaller centres might be com-
pared to the number of students in their school. Larger cen-
tres might be compared to the population of the town or city 
in which you live. By doing activities like these, we can help 
students develop a sense of quantity and personal bench-
marks to use when estimating. 

Engage in Real-life Proportional Reasoning 
As students move from grade to grade, the curriculum re-
quires them to do more and more propor-
tional reasoning. Travelling presents many 
opportunities to engage your child in in au-
thentic situations where he or she consid-
ers how two quantities scale together. 
When filling the gas tank, have your child check the level of 
the gas tank before filling. Share the capacity of the tank 
and ask them to predict the number of litres and the cost of 
the gas. 

 “Are we there yet?” is 
a great question to turn 
back on your children 
and play with. Share 
with them the length of 
the trip. Have them 
track on road signs the 
distance to the desti-
nation or the next stop. 

Predict the length of time to the destination based on the 
speed you are travelling, or the time taken to your current 
location. Check predictions against the predictions on the 
GPS or App. 

Play With Numbers 
Some of the long hours in the car 
can be spent playing with numbers 
to enhance students’ understand-
ing and enjoyment of math. 
Guess My Number is a game that 
is easily played that reinforces some key ideas about the 
relative size of numbers. To play the game, select a range 
of numbers comfortable for the children playing. One player 
chooses a number and others try to guess that number. Af-
ter each guess, a hint is given as to whether the guess is 
too high or too low. Challenge your child to develop a strat-
egy to make the fewest guesses or develop a strategy with 
them. 
McNugget Numbers are a set of numbers that can be fun 
to play with. Originally, Mc Nuggets were sold in boxes of 
6, 9, and 20. A McNugget Number is a 
number you can make combining the numbers 6, 9 and 20. 
(For example, 15 is a McNugget 
number because you could order a box of 6 and a box of 
9.) You could challenge younger 
children to find the numbers of McNuggets that could be or-
dered between 10 and 20 with only boxes of 6 and 9. Older 
students could be 
challenged to find numbers of McNuggets that could not be 
ordered with whole boxes of McNuggets or even the larg-
est number that could not be ordered. (It is 43.) Finding all 
the 
McNugget numbers would be a great family 
challenge. 

Children benefit from the opportunity to understand how 
numbers are used in the world in many useful and enjoya-
ble ways. 

Home Connections 

in Mathematics  


